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 The Sheku Bayoh Public Inquiry  
 

Witness Statement 
 

Marcia Rigg 
 

Taken by  via Microsoft Teams 
on 21 and 22 May 2024 

 

 

Witness Background  

 

1. My full name is Marcia Rigg. My date of birth is in 1964. My contact details 

are known to the Inquiry. 

 

2. My brother, Sean Rigg, died in police custody on 21 August 2008, following a 

mental health crisis. I will first summarise about what happened to my brother 

on the night he died, to give some context to the reader.  Sean suffered with 

mental health issues for 20 years but lived an independent life when well, a 

talented musician, healthy and likeable man.  He was just 40 years old.  He 

was not a criminal and did not take drugs. I was his primary carer as his 

eldest sibling.  Sean was living in assisted accommodation, a hostel in 

Brixton, South London at the time of his death.  On 21 August, the staff there 

were extremely concerned about his psychotic behaviour and deteriorating 

mental health.  He had relapsed because he was overdue his medication by 
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two months.  Staff made several desperate 999 calls over a period of about 3 

hours to the police asking for them to attend the hostel to take Sean to a 

place of safety, a hospital, as he was vulnerable and extremely unwell.  His 

name and mental health condition was given to the call handler and a police 

CAD record was opened.  Police refused to attend saying it was not a police 

matter. Sean eventually left the hostel at about 7.05 p.m. and went out into 

the streets actively psychotic.  It was blatantly obvious that he needed urgent 

medical assistance and care.  Members of the public saw that he was unwell 

and called the police too.  He was dressed inappropriately, naked from the 

waste up, erratic, doing martial art kicks towards the public and walking in 

and out of traffic. These were clear indications of a mental health crisis. Sean 

was subsequently detained and handcuffed to the rear by four Metropolitan 

Police officers at about 7.40 p.m. for a public order offence, (alleged) assault 

on an officer, and theft of his own (cancelled) passport claiming that they did 

not think the photo looked like the man detained. No checks were made for 

the passport by any of the officers. The handcuffing took about 30 seconds. 

He was searched and restrained face down throughout in the prone position 

using ‘unsuitable’ and ‘unnecessary’ force for 7-8 minutes whilst one officer 

pinned down his legs and the other at the top of his shoulders near his neck.  

A witness took two photos of the restraint on her mobile phone while looking 

out of her window.  Multiple witnesses say Sean was struggling but not 

resisting.  He was eventually brought to his feet and assisted to the back of a 

perspex ‘caged’ police van, where the officers say that from the seat, he 

slipped down into the footwell of the cramped cage, still restrained with 

handcuffs to the rear, and was allegedly on his back/bottom spinning 360 

degrees whilst walking his feet around the caged walls. This action sounds 

implausible.  He was then driven at speed on blues and twos to Brixton police 

station, not a nearby hospital.   

 

3. They arrived at the station at 7.53 p.m. Sean was kept in the van due to the 

arresting officers’ claim that Sean was violent and had kicked off inside the 

van.  The custody suite was subsequently cleared at the request of the 
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not totally removed. The FME is only now called and attends at 8.13 pm and 

says that Sean is having a heart attack; should be covered with a blanket and 

to call an ambulance.  Sean is now partially obscured from the inside 

cameras, and only his legs can be seen. One of the arresting officers, the 

one that was at Sean’s neck whilst being restrained, can be heard telling the 

Sergeant that he had Sean’s ‘blood on him’ and ‘I hope he (Sean) ain’t got 

nofink’.  He also said, ‘Oh Christ, he’s faking it!’  

   

4. The truth is that Sean was ‘fatally’ unwell and died shortly afterwards on the 

cold ground, practically naked wearing only speedos (his trousers had been 

cut off) at the feet of multiple police officers who claim they had been 

monitoring him.  Sean never ever enters the custody suite and was dead 

within an hour of being arrested no later than 8.24 p.m. when officers shout 

for defib as they suddenly realise that Sean was not breathing.  Officers 

commenced CPR at about 8.25/6 p.m.  The defibrillator machine can be 

heard advising ‘no shock’ since there was no heart rhythm.  No emergency 

999 call was made until 8.33 p.m. when an Inspector in the building 

telephoned down to custody telling them to call 999 directly.  Paramedics 

arrived at 8.36 p.m. Sean was asystole and CPR was continued by the 

paramedics and taken to Kings College Hospital at 9.04 p.m.  He was 

pronounced dead at 9.24 p.m.   

 
5. Mysteriously, two officers were deployed at 8.00 p.m. to the hostel where 

Sean lived saying they were responding to the earlier 999 calls made earlier 

that evening by the hostel staff.  They arrived at the hostel at 8.12 p.m. and 

can be seen arriving on CCTV. Both officers gave identical time of arrival in 

their witness statements saying that they both arrived at 7.30 p.m. (before 

Sean had been arrested).  Their police notebooks on the night were never 

found though it can be seen on CCTV that they were on their police radio and 

writing in a notebook. 
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strategic and impactful weight.  It is also important to solidly continue 

highlighting the historic thousands of deaths in state custody here in the UK, 

to keep pointing at the government and its agents who have been unwilling 

so far to effect implementation and change for our future generations. The 

deep systemic patterns over the decades seem to me to be of no coincidence 

and is a deliberate sophisticated structure set up for families to fail and 

ultimately denied justice. The bar standard for police officers is set so high it 

is not realistically attainable.  There is seldom a conviction.  A complete 

waste of unlimited public money.  This is unfair and unjust to families and 

their communities and only serves to exacerbate unnecessary pain. 

 
12. A month or so after Sean died, I came across a campaign called the United 

Families and Friends Campaign, a small grassroots non-profit organisation of 

a coalition of family campaigns whose loved ones have died at the hands of 

the state, predominantly in police custody and mental health services. It was 

set up in 1997 by a coalition of black families following the deaths of Joy 

Gardner, who was restrained with handcuffs, leather straps and 13 feet of 

adhesive tape wrapped around her face and head in 1993, Brian Douglas, 

who was struck with a metal baton over his head in 1995 and Roger 

Sylvester in 1999 who was excessively restrained in the prone position.  

Roger Sylvester’s family were represented by INQUEST, and was a case 

similar to Sean’s. INQUEST introduced my family to them and we spoke to a 

family member to understand their lived experience of the inquest process, 

as my family were completely oblivious as to what the next stages and 

experience would be. 

 

13. I have voluntarily worked with INQUEST not only in their capacity as my legal 

team, but also in joint collaborations and contributions to very crucial 

campaigning and governmental reviews for what is right and just and to make 

a difference.   Sometimes, giving up is not an option and it is important for the 

family voices to be heard, as they are the most powerful. They are the voice 

of the voiceless. The lack of accountability and repetitive systemic failures by 
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restraint and excessive use of force, including the use of tasers.  

Challenging the stigma of mental health.   

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVHk9HEpbPI 
 
https://maudsleylearning.com/courses/seni-s-law-detention-and-race-

interrogated/  

 
h. Engaging with the Equality and Human Rights Commission with 

INQUEST and families on preventing deaths in detention of adults with 

mental health conditions.  

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/adult deaths in

detention inquiry report.pdf 
 

i. Speaking together with Deborah Coles at Mental Health and Policing 

Conference in Wales with their police federation, police force and 

various practitioners on lessons to be learned and the families 

experience of their employees and practitioners following a death in 

police custody or in mental health services. 

 

j. Speaking at the International School of Geneva and give interview 

engaging with aspiring young students about race, my family 

campaigning, deaths in custody in the UK and the Black Lives Matter 

(BLM) movement and the disproportionate police deaths of black men 

and people of colour. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fy5rJX1eo-I 

 
k. The growing concerns of the young future generations at home and 

abroad.  Networking with UFFC families and students and journalists, 

podcasts, such as   

 
https://uffcampaign.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnL-ZYywSyQ&t=7s 

https://omny.fm/shows/a-hundred-types-of-human/marcia 
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clearly who stole them with the CCTV cameras directly outside their station, 

which again was absolutely bizarre and nonsensical.  Even to this day it still 

happens, but that’s a very long and frustrating story.  As a family, we had no 

choice but to channel our grief into a campaign because we were so 

frustrated and angry with the IPCC investigation.  
 

51. We were also attending other family campaigns, funerals, vigils, protests and 

inquests to get a feel of what ours would be like when the time came, such as 

Cristopher Alder, Smilie Culture, Roger Sylvester, Mikey Powell, Paps Ullah, 

Demetre Fraser, Kingsley Burrell, Olaseni Lewis, Adrian McDonald, Jack 

Susianta, Oladeji Omishore, Marc Cole, Darren Lewis, Jason McPherson, Ian 

Tomlinson, Jean Charles de Menses, Azelle Rodney, Jermaine Baker, Harry 

Stanley, Blare Peach, Rashan Charles, Edson de Costa, Mzee Mohammed, 

Mouayed Bashir, Mohamud Hassan, Mark Duggan, Joy Gardener, Cynthia 

Jarrett, Leon Patterson, Kevin Clarke, Leon Briggs, Darren Cumberbatch, 

Sheku Bayoh. The list is endless but the aim is to bring families together for a 

collective and stronger campaign. The BLM movement was born, and we 

were making international links too. 

 
Return of Sean’s body 
 
Another thing that was very upsetting is that, following the autopsy, the IPCC 

wanted to return Sean’s body to the family for burial a week or so later, but 

we refused.  We were able to finally instruct Professor Peter Vanezis as our 

independent pathologist about 5 weeks after Sean died. We learned Sean’s 

heart and brain had been removed during the first autopsy, but this was the 

first time we knew about that, 5 weeks later.  We were very upset that the 

IPCC hadn’t told us, and we wanted to ensure that Sean’s body was intact 

before burial.  We had asked the IPCC for any swabs to be kept back at the 

beginning when we couldn’t have a representative at the HO autopsy. We 

had also written to the Coroner’s office, and instructed them to do the same, 

but he IPCC had thrown them away without our consent.  We found out years 
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132. I usually explain racism like this: flowers are so beautiful and there’s so many 

different flowers, the rose, the tulip.  They’re different colours; they’re pretty; 

they’re great.  Some prettier than others, but they’re still a flower, and so are 

human beings. The world would be boring if every flower was the same, a red 

rose and nothing else.  How boring is that?  But the variety of flowers makes 

the world more interesting and beautiful, and that’s the same with human 

beings.  The world would be ugly if everybody was tall and fat and blonde 

hair with blue eyes.  How boring is the world?  So, we are still human, even 

though we are black, white, Asian, mixed, whatever.  We’re still human 

beings, but for some reason we’re not seen as human beings.  We’re treated 

as animals, in many cases, particularly our black men, and I can’t fathom 

that.   

 

133. All these reports have shown it, time and time again, for decades, and yet 

they keep saying, “Lessons will be learnt,” and, “We need more training.”  It’s 

time to learn the lesson.  I know it’s hard to hear sometimes but it’s the truth.  

The truth will set you free.  The truth is like oil on top of water.  You can try to 

muddy the waters up, but oil and water doesn’t mix.  So, the truth will always 

prevail, always, but they just deny it and ignore it and stay unconscious.  It’s 

time to wake up. 

 
134. It has to be done.  It’s important to be done because it’s important to record it.  

It’s important for the future generations.  It’s important to make change. It’s 

corporate institutional racism because they just won’t do anything about the 

recommendations. They keep saying, “Well, what can we do?”  Make people 

accountable. That’s it.  That is the answer. 

 
135. Achieving Racial Justice at Inquests: A Practitioner’s Guide 

 
This unique and practical independent report is a self-explanatory guide by 

expert barristers and lawyers, who advocate for the voiceless, and will be 

helpful to those who are serious about making real change.    
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138. People should be as outraged. The NHS blood scandal is disgraceful, and 

Hillsborough and Grenfell too.  These atrocious deaths that the agents of the 

state cause to members of the public is a scandal. Deaths in custody is also 

one of the biggest scandals in this country because it involves murder and 

manslaughter and gross negligence.  It’s corporate manslaughter because 

the state has allowed it to continue which is immoral and illegal. The impact is 

never-ending, and families are forced to live with their crime, but why should 

we? 

 
139. Take the Post Office scandal. Its big news today. And the infected blood 

scandal. It’s big news today that families have had to fight 30, 40, 50 years.  

How dare they do this to people?  How dare they?  The impact is 

excruciating, and it’s totally unacceptable for any human being to do that to 

another human being.  Why does the government, why does the state allow 

these atrocities to happen, these immoral things to happen?  But it just goes 

to show that campaigning is vitally important, and collectiveness of families is 

the most powerful weight and the pressure, because the struggle is real, and 

the trick is to never give up.  Our ancestors never did, so why should we? We 

are seeing racism laid out bare, still, today and it is time now for deaths in 

custody to receive the equal attention that we deserve.  Everyone deserves 

justice. That’s why I and other families, do the work that we do.  We are not 

unconscious, nor bias. No Justice. No Peace. No Hatred. 

 
140. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

this statement may form part of the evidence before the Inquiry and be 

published on the Inquiry’s website. 

 




